


Aim

To understand what the harvest is and when it happens.

To understand why it is celebrated.




What Is a Harvest Festival?

A harvest festival is a celebration of the food that is grown on the land.

Celebrations giving thanks for our food, happen in many countries
around the world.

In Britain, harvest
festivals are often
celebrated in churches by
bringing baskets of food to
give thanks to God. People
enjoy singing, praying,
listening to stories and
decorating the church.




Harvest in the Past

In the past, it was not as easy to find food in the winter. It was
important that farmers brought the harvest in before the cold winter
came so that there was enough food until the spring.

Now, we bring food in from all
around the world. Fruits and
vegetables are available for us to
buy at all times of the year.

Harvests all around the world
allow us to enjoy different foods
at any time of year.




Why Is Harvest Celebrated?

Harvest is celebrated to give thanks for the crops, which have
been safely harvested.

Christians thank God for the food during harvest.

Christians believe God made the world and everything in it.

W Christians also thank God for the variety of food and everything AN
A ‘;£ that helps the food to grow.




When Is Harvest Festival?

In Britain, harvest festivals are
traditionally held on or near the
Sunday of the harvest moon.

This is the full moon that happens
closest to the autumn equinox
(around the 234 September).

This is usually in September,
although in some years it is
October.
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How Do We Harvest Our Food?

Before we can harvest our food, we need it to grow.

=
3 # The seeds are The plants grow When the plants are
"l""'{*.}ti planted and the bigger and if they ready to be harvested,
g food begins to grow. have fruit, it starts the farmer collects
to ripen. the grains, fruit and
vegetables, ready for
us to eat.
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How Do We Harvest Our Food?
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Machinery

Farmers use machinery to harvest some
of their crops. The machines are big and
able to harvest the grains, fruits or
vegetables much quicker than by hand.
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This wheat is being harvested
using a combine harvester.

This machine is carefully
harvesting grapes.
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By Hand

Some fruits and vegetables are too
delicate to be harvested by a machine.
They need to be carefully picked and
stored so that they don't get damaged.
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Time to Reflect

Although we now get our food from all over the world, the harvest is
still an important time of year especially for all those people who
work to grow our food.

When we sit down to our

5 meals today, let's take time AN s

fe to think about the people i - ;
Nl who've worked hard to v —
N e ensure a good harvest this o~ i
year including farmers, - g "
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i fruit pickers and gardeners.




Your Task:

To plan and write out your own
Harvest worship. Using the facts from the slides, come up |
with your own Harvest worship including narrations, your
favourite Harvest songs, as well as your own reflective
prayer at the end.

Try to include:
__ * Title of your Harvest worship
e . Welcome message: _4
|+ History of harvest —=
~ * How Christians celebrate
4  Harvest songs:
Y« Final blessing and prayer
g% You can present this in any way that you wish, including a script,

Powerpoint, or simply a bullet point plan. The choice is yours!
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